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Introduction to YPC
C

C
 



1.  To conduct research on public clim
ate 

know
ledge, risk perceptions, decision-m

aking 
and behavior 

2.  To design and test new
 strategies to engage 

the public in clim
ate science and solutions   

3.  To em
pow

er educators and com
m

unicators 
w

ith the know
ledge and tools they need to 

m
ore effectively engage their audiences 

M
ission of YPC

C
C
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R
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N
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ate C

hange in the A
m

erican M
ind 

  
 

 
International: India, C
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K
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pain, Israel, M

alta 
  

 
 

G
lobal: The G

allup W
orld P

oll 
  

 
 

S
tate &

 Local: A
laska, Florida, N

ew
 York C

ity, N
W

 A
rctic B

orough 
 O

utreach 
The Yale Forum

 on C
lim

ate C
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 The M
edia 
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cience for Journalists 
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environm
ent.yale.edu/clim

ate 
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Perceived R
eality of G

lobal W
arm

ing 



Perceived C
ause 



Perceived A
greem

ent A
m

ong Scientists 
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Support for Policies 



Support for Efforts to R
educe G

lobal W
arm

ing 



W
ho Should A

ddress G
lobal W
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ing? 



Support for Specific Policies 



Introduction to the “Six A
m

ericas” 



G
lobal W

arm
ing’s “Six A

m
ericas” 

Leiserow
itz et al. (2012) 



G
lobal W

arm
ing’s “Six A

m
ericas

” 

A
larm

ed (16%
) M

ost engaged w
ith the issue; convinced it is happening; it’s hum

an-
caused; a serious and urgent threat.  They have already m

ade changes in their ow
n 

lives and w
ant to do m

ore.   
  Likely to be w

om
en, m

iddle-aged, college educated, m
oderate to liberal politically. 

 C
oncerned (29%

) A
lso persuaded global w

arm
ing is real, serious and requires policy 

intervention; but less involved and less likely to reduce their carbon footprint. 
  C

losely resem
ble the A

m
erican norm

—
ethnically and incom

e w
ise—

although w
ith 

relatively stronger egalitarian values and a greater likelihood of being m
oderate 

politically. 
 C

autious (25%
) B

elieve global w
arm

ing is a problem
, but not as firm

 in their beliefs; 
don’t perceive it as a personal threat; feel little urgency to act.   
  E

venly divided betw
een D

em
ocrats and R

epublicans, exhibit fairly low
 civic 

engagem
ent and tend to hold traditional religious beliefs.  

 



D
isengaged (9%

) Less focused on the issue and are m
ost likely to say they could 

change their m
inds about it.   

 D
em

ographically sim
ilar to the cautious but tend to be less educated, report low

er 
incom

es, and are m
ore likely to be m

inority w
om

en. 
 D

oubtful (13%
) S

plit evenly betw
een those w

ho believe global w
arm

ing is happening, 
those w

ho don’t, and those w
ho don’t know. The m

ost likely to attribute clim
ate change 

to natural causes, believe it w
ill harm

 people only in the distant future if at all, and say 
that no further policy action is needed. 
  O

lder, w
hite, better-educated R

epublican m
en w

ith strong individualistic values. 
 D

ism
issive (8%

) A
re in som

e sense like the alarm
ed: they are very actively engaged 

on the issue, but on the other side.  G
lobal w

arm
ing is not happening and is not a 

threat. They strongly oppose a policy response. 
  They are typically m

ale and politically conservative and active and hold firm
 traditional 

religious beliefs. S
trongly individualistic  

and reject m
ost governm

ent intervention. 
 

G
lobal W

arm
ing’s “Six A

m
ericas

” (C
ont’d.) 



U
se of R

enew
able Energy in the Future 
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