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New Orleans Public Education Pre-Katrina 

! "Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) controlled 128 public 
schools, with an enrollment of approximately 63,000 students 

•  Private schools in New Orleans had a higher enrollment, 
50,000 students in the Archdiocese alone 

•  In 2005, OPSB schools ranked 67th out of Louisiana’s 68 
parishes in student performance 

•  In 2007, Louisiana ranked 1st nationally in accountability, yet 
45th in K-12 student achievement and 49th in student success 
indicators 

• Approximately $1 billion in deferred maintenance costs to 
district facilities 



Katrina’s Impact on New Orleans Schools 

•  All schools closed, most for the entire 2005-2006 school year 

•  Students dispersed throughout the state and country 

•  Approx. $2 billion in storm-related damages to facilities 

•  More than 50 school campuses were completely destroyed 

•  Approx. $89 million in damages incurred by facilities due to 
vandalism and theft following Katrina 

• Approx. $133 million in termite and mold related damages 
incurred both before and after Katrina 
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