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WHAT’S CULTURE GOT TO DO WITH IT?
ENGAGING CHICAGO’S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES
IN CLIMATE ACTION

Jennifer HirSCh; PhD E nvironment Culture and Cﬂnservation
jhirsch@fieldmuseum.org A Division of Science





Research-to-Action Process

1. Research relevant
community assets
CHICAGO CLIMATE ATEAC and concerns (CO'

ACTION PLAN

STRATEGIES - » beneﬁts)

2. Assemble diverse
partnerships

COMMUNITY

e 3. Translate regional
plans into community
| Community-based Climate Action ] strategies
| 4. Develop and
Broader Efforts for implement
Social & Environmental community action
Change project

5. Scale up and out

1. Research 2. Assemble 3. Translate 4. Implement 5. Scale



9 Community Research Studies

Tangible Assets: RioeE

FOREST GLEN

* Active libraries/art centers

* Nature preserves

* Entrepreneurs invested in the community
* City-wide partnerships

* Construction/gardening skills | e
* High percentage of home ownership '

|
AUSTIN
-

Intangible Assets:
* Home country traditions: re-use, gardening, water conservation
* Awareness of climate change through Hurricane Katrina,
local weather events

BRONZEVILLE
I

* History of collaboration to address big challenges OAKLAND

‘. 3 kg 4 SOUTHWEST SIDE RESEARC H
Concerns: e R COMMUNITIES.
* Access to healthy food CHICAGO
* Youth opportunities '
* Air quality

* Beautification
* Economic development

* Revitalizing cultural traditions _ : :
Download reports at: fieldmuseum.org/climateaction




Creative Methods

StoryCollecting/Telling _ParticipatoryMapping/Photography
panicigmrymié.ﬂmgmh CommunityReviewOfPreliminaryFindings
~ WhatThreeWordsComeToMindWhenYouHearClimateChange
Drawing:WhatDoesClimateChangeLookLikeToYou
ChecklistOfEnvironmentally-FriendlyPracticesCommunityCuration
PlaceYourselfOnTheLineVisualCollagesOfClimate-FriendlyPractices
ChecklistOfCommunityConcerns Photo/ObjectElicitation

WhatDoesGreenMeanToYou GreenAssetMapping
Photography/Video

1. Research



. CHICAGO COMMUNITY
Case Study: CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT

Forest Glen:

Scouts install rain
barrels, gardens, and
bat boxes

Pilsen:

— %3 Native garden where
\ children can play
and families can
learn about climate
Bronzeville: — change
African-American |, 5 2’

gardens and a
healthy cooking,

and green tours South Chicago:

Youth-created
community-wide
exhibit of green
practices

2. Assemble 3. Translate 4. Implement 5. Scale



Pilsen Partnership

HOGAR

The home

P.E.R.R.O.

Pilsen Environmental Rights and
Reform Organization

FEDECMI

1-Diverse Community Partners

— GreenCiTy G

Envir.tn'l.n?en.t'(:ult‘ure ané-qnn.s%rvation IANDSCAPES
A Division of Science - (GABRIEL
.. Environmental Services
123-Facilitator
"4'“* 2-Technical Assistance
*a’: (landscape architecture,
‘ soil remediation)

4 PEGGY NOTEBAERT

NATURE

Wlld@rn@SS leavenochildinside  MUSEUM

3-Scale-Up/Sustainability Partners
(training/resources for unstructured outdoor play)

4. Implement 5. Scale



Pilsen Research Findings

* 80% Mexican/Mexican-American

* Environmental consciousness central to Pilsen’s Mexican culture
* Artistic enclave

* Strong social justice coalitions incl. environmental justice

* Creative and active use of open/public space

* Active garden network

A young statf person at Orozco Scheol sad that
reighborhood parents have been very-stpportive of the
compuntly qrden ard thit z‘/yey-r”refaenz‘/y mention their
own close ties to the earth and To qardenng. |She dlso
said that the communty qarden has many

. . . other éene#f& l‘hC/aa{fig atime
* Tradition of outdoor interactions p
bor parents to talk
Concerns: to ther children
* Health incl. coal-fired power plants Wf“’””f“"* R e T
* Lack of green space Wemg practices TEE
* Opportunities for youth that they have !

i i 7 Mexico.
* Immigration i

* Retaining cultural identity

"

CUDAR/N

Es NUFTRA

RESPON S BRI
CieRALT]

1. Research



Pilsen’s Project Approach

REDUCED WASTE ADAPTATION FRIENDLY
AND INDUSTRIAL GREEN URBAN ARDENS AND
POLLUTION DESIGN LAWN

CHICAGO CLIMATE ACTION CLIMATE ACTION PLAN FOR
PLAN STRATEGIES NATURE STRATEGIES

CLEAN AND
- By - gHAANAéE
RON
OMMUNITY GARDENING/ YOUTH HEALTH/
O :;7-“[" “ LANDSCAPING DEVELOPMENT POLLUTION
RADITIO

COMMUNITY STRENGTHS COMMUNITY CONCERNS

STEWARDSHIP

OF LOCAL
NATURE

ENERGY

SOURCES EDUCATION

CULTURAL CLIMATE
CONNECTION Tkga}ggg,?': NEED FOR “REFUGEES"”
TO MONARCH v GREEN SPACE IMMIGRATING

BUTTERFLIES FROM MEXICO

PILSEN’S CLIMATE ACTION PROJECT:

Community partners are transforming a vacant lot into a native garden
where children can play and families can learn about climate change.




MARY ZEPEDA NATIVE GARDEN

an outdoor climate classroom

o GO ¢ \

* Educational space: signage on industrial history, EJ in Pilsen, immigration,
Monarch migration, reclaimed space, outdoor play and health

* Workshops on rain barrels, Monarch migration, climate refugees

* Environmental Justice tour stop

» Daycare: accessible play space, science education, parent
education with teacher training by Chicago Wilderness,
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

* Qutreach to neighbors incl. high school

* Alianza Verde — Pilsen as MonarchReserve

4. Implement



Regional Climate Science & Action Tools

Aicaco communiTY Watch Chicago Climate Change:
CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT http://vimeo.com/31034957

Chicago

Wilderness

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
FOR NATURE
COMMUNITY ACTION
STRATEGIES

CLIMATE

IN THE WINDY CITY AND THE WORLD

CHICAGO COMMUNITY
\TI CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT

Find this and other climate oction tools at
dimatechicogo. freldmuseum org

ka6 GFOVINTURS

HERE ARE A FEW STEF C‘—' CQGO@
cuMAT
O
i

Introduction

L ACTION
ROLES

At the beginning of the Chicago Community Climate A
arganizations in each community fo figure out what kin
address community concemns, and, at the same time, a
Then, we created a Climete Action Approach Diagram
one of those diagrams—and there is a full page versio

S/ e=n

APPROWCH: PILSEN

=22

LOCAL & SUSTAINABLE

iticn to considering where your food
er how it wos made. Sometimes, pros
emits more carbon than shipping for
For example, “conventional” agriculh
ical fertilizers that deplete seil and 1
amounts of resources and energy fo produc
of comventional agriculture include chemicc
which disrupt plant and animal life, and int
[turning owver the soil), which uses a lot of fu
ways of growing food, including organic og
use of water, sunshine, and farming methoc
ower many centuries (see box below).

£




CHICAGO COMMUNITY
CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT

r lower
ns

Fand this and other cimate action took of

r higher

CLIMATE

' CARBON : | T—
CYCLE
ik

CARBON
RELEASED INTO
ATMOSPHERE CARBON
RELEASED INTO

ATMOSPHERE

‘What did you learn? Answer these guesfions to make sure you're understanding the m

QU IZ AND how climate change relates to the Chicoge region. Feel free to refer back to the bookl
words, to help you become maore comforiable articulating these ideas. Check your am:
DISCUSSION

QUESTIONS

Local indicator species

1. What is the difference between weather and climate?
2. What's the difference between cdimate change and global warming? How are
3. Describe the “natural” greenhouse effect and the “enhanced” greenhouse effec
4. How is climate change teday different from the past?

Do you have more 5. What is happening to the carbon cycle?
queshons about dimate

il::;téi':;k;:hz 6. How is cdlimate change o Act i V i ty

C}_icngo com"iw 7. What is one action we o
Climate Action

T w1




RECOMMEND

; Union of Concerned Scientists
j TWITTER Citizens and Scientists for Environmental Solutions

S ~— -~
s -

[ vnkeEDIn

(
Yy SkepticalScience

Getting skeptical about global warming skepticism

e U} CLIMATE WISCONSIN

d Sector roundtables

B COMMENTS
[443)

=] E-MAIL National outreach

Social media campaign

Forest Glen Climate Toolkit Work Continues
By Jennifer Herren Gatesman

Toolkit
Sustainability

& Scale-Up

NATIONAL
LATINO
CONGRESO

The Politics and Policy Convention
of the Latino Community

Field Museum’s CI
fence Action Plan (CCAP)
providing partners with financial and [JW
L S paiy

Local PR campaigns

Integrate into other activities

(2 )
A
\’ United States Environmental Protecti

LEARN THE ISSUES | SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Seek Neighborhood
additional recruitment and

Grants and Fellowship Information

o£lD€ %narcﬁ W funds tools distribution

ne Seed Can Change The Work

5. Scale



Key Results to Date

* Energy Action Network-Chicago

 S25M U.S. DOE Better Buildings grant to Chicago
Region

 Presentation to Toronto’s Clean Air Partnership
* CUNY Environmental Justice award

 Chicago Community Climate Action Toolkit —
partnership with 16 cohort organizations and
interest from Union of Concerned Scientists

 South Chicago Retrofit Project
 Featured on U.S. DOE Better Buildings website

§ Iz( ¥
South (@ V *'!i
ENERGY ACTION NETWORK

CHICAGO Clean Air 1k New York

& oepaRTueNTOF | Enargy Efficlency &
T h E EI tf!" ENERGY Renewable Ener
U niversity

Better Buildings Neighborhood Program




TOOLS

CHICAGO COMMUNITY
CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT

COMMUNITY PROJECTS CLIMATE ACTION MODELS ABOUT SHARE
i i | CLIMATE
~ - ACTION
- .
™ In four Chicago @)

communities climate
action is improving
residents’ overall

quality of life.

fieldmuseum.org/climateaction

climatechicago.fieldmuseum.org*
*Full website launches 3/12




