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Research-to-Action Process 
1. Research relevant 

community assets 
and concerns (co-
benefits) 

2. Assemble diverse 
partnerships 

3. Translate regional 
plans into community 
strategies 

4. Develop and 
implement 
community action 
project 

5. Scale up and out 
 

1. Research 2. Assemble 3. Translate 4. Implement 5. Scale 

Broader Efforts for 
Social & Environmental 

Change 



9 Community Research Studies 

Download reports at: fieldmuseum.org/climateaction 

Tangible Assets:  
• Active libraries/art centers 
• Nature preserves 
• Entrepreneurs invested in the community 
• City-wide partnerships 
• Construction/gardening skills 
• High percentage of home ownership 
 
Intangible Assets:  
• Home country traditions: re-use, gardening, water conservation 
• Awareness of climate change through Hurricane Katrina, 
 local weather events 
• History of collaboration to address big challenges 
 

Concerns: 
• Access to healthy food 
• Youth opportunities 
• Air quality 
• Beautification 
• Economic development 
• Revitalizing cultural traditions 
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Creative Methods 
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Case Study: 

South Chicago: 
Youth-created 
community-wide 
exhibit of green 
practices 

Forest Glen: 
Scouts install rain 
barrels, gardens, and 
bat boxes 

Bronzeville: 
African-American 
gardens and 
healthy cooking, 
and green tours 

Pilsen: 
Native garden where 
children can play 
and families can 
learn about climate 
change 
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Pilsen Partnership 

1-Diverse Community Partners 

2-Technical Assistance  
(landscape architecture,  

soil remediation) 

3-Scale-Up/Sustainability Partners  
(training/resources for unstructured outdoor play)  
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123-Facilitator 



Assets: 
• 80% Mexican/Mexican-American 
• Environmental consciousness central to Pilsen’s Mexican culture 
• Artistic enclave 
• Strong social justice coalitions incl. environmental justice 
• Creative and active use of open/public space 
• Active garden network 
• Tradition of outdoor interactions 
 

Concerns: 
• Health incl. coal-fired power plants 
• Lack of green space 
• Opportunities for youth 
• Immigration 
• Retaining cultural identity 

Pilsen Research Findings 
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Pilsen’s Project Approach 
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• Educational space: signage on industrial history, EJ in Pilsen, immigration,  
Monarch migration, reclaimed space, outdoor play and health 
• Workshops on rain barrels, Monarch migration, climate refugees 
• Environmental Justice tour stop 
• Daycare: accessible play space, science education, parent  
education with teacher training by Chicago Wilderness,  
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum 
• Outreach to neighbors incl. high school 
• Alianza Verde – Pilsen as Monarch Reserve 



Regional Climate Science & Action Tools 
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Global warming=snow? Regional impacts 

Local indicator species Basic climate science data visualization 
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Activity Green Ramadan  



Seek  
additional 
funds 

Neighborhood  
recruitment and  
tools distribution 

Integrate into other activities  

Toolkit 
Sustainability  

& Scale-Up 

Sector roundtables 
National outreach 

Social media campaign 

Add’l grants 

Local PR campaigns 
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Key Results to Date 
• Energy Action Network-Chicago 
• $25M U.S. DOE Better Buildings grant to Chicago 

Region 
• Presentation to Toronto’s Clean Air Partnership 
• CUNY Environmental Justice award 
• Chicago Community Climate Action Toolkit – 

partnership with 16 cohort organizations and 
interest from Union of Concerned Scientists 

• South Chicago Retrofit Project 
• Featured on U.S. DOE Better Buildings website 
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*Full website launches 3/12 

 

fieldmuseum.org/climateaction 
climatechicago.fieldmuseum.org* 
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