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• 
4*CollaboraEve*Clim

ate*
AcEon*Program

s*involving!
over!100!com

m
unity!and!

ins?
tu?

onal!partners!from
!across!

Chicago!
– 

Energy!A
c?
on!N

etw
ork!

– 
South!Chicago!Retrofit!Project!

– 
Chicago!Com

m
unity!Clim

ate!A
c?
on!

Toolkit!
– 

accelerate77!!

• 
9*Rapid*Ethnographic*
Com

m
unity*Research*

Studies
!



The!“local”!is!one!placeLnode!
em

bedded!in!a!broader!
concep?

on!of!place!







Key*Finding*#1*
M
any!research!par?

cipants!becam
e!aw

are!of!and!
concerned!about!clim

ate!change!through!their!!
southern!or!global!connec?

ons!
!!!

TransLregional:!H
urricane!Katrina!

G
lobal:!Floods!in!Poland! G

lobal:!Clim
ate!refugees!from

!!M
exico!



Key*Finding*#2*
M
any!respondents!learned!clim

ateLfriendly!prac?
ces!

through!personal!experiences!in!or!connec?
ons!to!!

the!U
.S.!South!and!other!countries!

!!

TransLregional:!Southern!gardening!

G
lobal:!W

ater!conserva?
on!

from
!M

exico!

G
lobal:!Energy!&

!gardening!
prac?

ces!from
!Poland!



!

• !M
oved!from

!Chicago!to!the!suburbs!w
hen!G

randm
a!arrived!

from
!Poland!

• !G
randm

a!grow
s!vegetables!in!backyard,!using!tools!she!

brought!w
ith!her!from

!Poland!
• !Cooks!hom

em
ade!Polish!dishes!

• !Children!aY
end!Polish!Saturday!school!

• !G
randpa!heads!a!coali?

on!of!Polish!hom
etow

n!associa?
ons!in!

the!city!
• !Father!is!a!carpenter!w

ho!renovated!his!hom
e!last!year,!

incorpora?
ng!a!num

ber!of!ecoLfriendly!com
ponents!to!help!the!

environm
ent!and!im

prove!quality!of!life!
• !Know

ledge!of!these!prac?
ces!com

es!partly!from
!conversa?

ons!
w
ith!fam

ily!in!Poland,!w
here!he!hears!that!soon,!CFLs!w

ill!be!the!
only!light!bulbs!available!on!the!m

arket!

“Crea?
ng!a!Polish!H

om
e”!



G
lobal:!G

reen!Ram
adan!

Key*Finding*#3*
A
!num

ber!of!com
m
unity!program

s!related!to!clim
ate!

ac?
on!link!Chicago!neighborhoods!to!other!parts!of!the!

Chicago!region!and!to!other!countries!
!!!

Chicago!Region:!!
Soul!food!farm

ers!m
arkets!

G
lobal:!H

elping!&
!learning!from

!Poland!



Com
m
unityLbased!M

onarch!sanctuaries!
Casa!M

ichoacán/PERRO
/El!H

ogar!del!N
iño,!La!A

lianza!V
erde!(Pilsen)!



Lessons!for!A
c?
on:!!

W
orking!in!com

m
uni?

es,!across!scales…
!

1.!Is!key!to!m
ee?

ng!people!“w
here!

they’re!at”!and!tapping!into!
things!they!care!about!

!2.!Requires!focusing!anew
!on!

heritage!–!w
hich!can!be!thought!

of!as!an!addi?
onal!coLbenefit!

(preserving!and!reviving!
heritage)!



3.!A
llow

s!com
m
unityLbased!clim

ate!w
ork!to!support!!

and!benefit!from
!regional!planning!eff

orts!

Chicago!M
etropolitan!A

gency!for!Planning,!G
oTo2040!Regional!Plan!

Chicago*W
ilderness*Region**

Green*Infrastructure*Vision*



A
!broader!placeLbased!m

odel!for!clim
ate!ac?

on,!linking!neighborhood!assets!
and!condi?

ons!to!regional,!transLregional,!and!global!issues…
!!

“W
e!aspire!to!w

hat’s!around!us...but!w
hen!view

ing!clim
ate!change,!w

e!get!a!chance!
to!see!the!en?

re!w
orld;!therefore!our!visions!becom

e!global!opportuni?
es.”!!

–!Carolyn!Thom
as,!G

od’s!G
ang!

!!

4.!Encourages!collabora?
on!&

!
system

s!thinking!!
!5.!N

urtures!crea?
ve!problem

L
solving…

and!addresses!local!
leaders’!desire!to!expand!the!
physical!and!im

agina?
ve!realm

s!
of!com

m
unity!possibility!



!
!!

!!!!!!! Learn*M
ore*

16!

!!
LIKE*the*Toolkit*on*Facebook*
hY

p://w
w
w
.facebook.com

/clim
atechicago!
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